Amended & Adopted 3/26/13


Introduced by Council Members Lee, Daniels and Jones & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Joost, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg and Yarborough:
  RESOLUTION 2013-199-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACKSONVILLE’S MONTFORD POINT MARINES FOR THEIR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AND BRAVERY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
throughout the annals of American military history and the patriotic, military campaigns to secure and protect American freedom, African-Americans have always had  historic, valiant, if often overlooked, roles; and

WHEREAS,
in every war fought by or within the United States, including the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Mexican-American War, the Civil War, the Spanish American War (1898), the World Wars, Korean War, Vietnam War, the Gulf War and modern contemporary military operations, African-Americans participated and were often cited for extraordinary service; and

WHEREAS,
when thousands of African-Americans sought to enlist in the United States Marines during World War II, a racially segregated military relegated them to train at segregated Camp Montford Point in Jacksonville, North Carolina; between 1942 and 1949, more than 20,000 men trained at Montford Point; and

WHEREAS,
at Camp Montford Point, the African-American Marine recruits, there to prepare to engage in the epic battles for freedom and liberty abroad, faced and endured racism that was then reflective of America; railroad tracks divided white residents from the camp for African-American troops; black recruits were not allowed to enter the main base of nearby Camp Lejeune unless accompanied by a white Marine; recruits would recount being made to feel sub-human; and it was not until President Harry Truman issued Executive Order 9981 desegregating the military services that Montford Point was deactivated; and

WHEREAS,
the Montford Marines join the 54th Regiment Massachusetts Infantry, the Buffalo Soldiers, the U.S. Navy’s  Golden 13 and the Tuskegee Airmen in that pantheon of African-American military servicemen who have been sentinels at the gate in the service of their country; and 

WHEREAS, in 2011, the United States Congress unanimously  enacted and President Barack Obama approved legislation to present the Congressional Gold Medal, the nation’s highest civilian honor, to the Montford Point Marines for their sacrifices on behalf of their country; and

WHEREAS, among those Montford Point Marines honored and being honored by Congressional leaders and recipients of the Congressional Gold Medals nine were from Jacksonville, Florida: George McIvory, Alpha Gainous, Edward Norman, William Franklin Baker, Jr., Dozell Varner, Rudolph Hopkins, Ollie Hutchinson, Nathaniel Tyus, received the Medal on June 27, 2012, and LeRoy Jones, Jr., is scheduled to receive the Congressional Gold Medal in the Summer of 2013; and
WHEREAS,
despite many hardships and challenges, the Montford Point Marines persevered, proudly joined the ranks of the United States Marine Corps, served their country with distinction, and 
genuinely epitomize Semper Fi, and we are proud to honor and commend them for their bravery, service and example; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
Honoring and Commending.  The City Council does hereby honor and commend Jacksonville’s Montford Point Marines for their distinguished service and bravery and wishes them continued good health and success in the years ahead.

Section 2.
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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